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PLAYERS, MOST NOTABLY 





“Restore The Order” More than a motto, it’s a mission statement. 
The mission isn’t complete...but things are off to a great start. 
Rewind to last November. No, not the day after Thanksgiving. 

Go back a little further. Back to November 5th. As | watched 

from the press box that day, while Kansas laid a 40-15 whipping 

on the Huskers, | wondered if this “West Coast Offense” stuff 
was ever going to work. If you're being honest, you probably 
wondered the same thing. Being a big fan of option football, | 
was having a hard time warming up to the new system before 
that game, and seeing NU unable to move the ball against the 

Jayhawks just re-affirmed my fears. | left Lawrence thinking | had 

just sat through maybe the worst game ever. 

Then something amazing happened, away from the cam- 
eras and the scribes, away from the doubters like me. The 
light bulb went on. In practice, or film session, or maybe even 
chemistry class, things finally clicked for the Nebraska offen- 
sive players, most notably the young offensive tackles. They 
“got it’ 


THEN SOMETHING 
AMAZING HAPPENED... 

THE LIGHT BULB WENT 

ON. IN PRACTICE, OR FILM 
SESSION, OR MAYBE EVEN 
CHEMISTRY GLASS, THINGS 
FINALLY CLICKED FOR THE 
NEBRASKA OFFENSIVE 






THE YOUNG OFFENSIVE 
TACKLES. THEY ‘GOT IT.’ ; + J 





lt might not have been apparent in the narrow win over medio- 
cre K State the next week, but evolution was taking place, and 
the Husker coaches saw it. They saw the look in their player's 
eyes and they knew that the trip to Boulder to play Big 12 North 
champ Colorado the day after Thanksgiving would be the time 
to show it. Hence the new motto...and wardrobe. 

“| just have a feeling that something good is going to hap- 
pen today,’ Husker radio voice Jim Rose told me as we drove 
into Boulder that morning. “This team is just due to have a 
big game”” 

| respect Jim’s opinion like few others I’ve met, but | had to 
ask him why. “What have you seen in these last two games that 
gives you any reason to feel that way?” | asked. He shrugged, 
saying he just sensed something. Later, Jim admitted that an 
insider had tipped him off that the players had finally caught on 
to what the coaches had been teaching them. 

We all know what happened next, and it was really good. 
Better than even Jim had predicted. The best part was that the 
Husker players and coaches didn’t seem surprised by their lop- 





RESTORING tHe ORDER 





sided win over Colorado. They acted like it was supposed to 
happen that way. History was on their side. Nebraska had lost 
in Boulder just once in the last 15 years (and only three times 
since 1968). Folsom Field was a great place to unveil the new 
mission statement, a great place to announce to the rest of the 
Big 12 that Nebraska was going to be back sooner than expect- 
ed. A great place to take that huge first step in actually restoring 
the Big 12 to its proper pecking order. 

Nearly four decades of excellence, on the field and in the 
classroom, have given the University of Nebraska and its football 
fans more than enough reason to feel this way; to puff out their 
chests and stroll in and out of Boulder and other such places 
with their heads held high. 

There's a reason former Colorado coach Bill McCartney 
chose to try to emulate Nebraska during his tenure in Boulder. 
Nebraska is what Colorado — and most others throughout col- 
lege football — hope to become someday. Consider what former 
Colorado coach Gary Barnett said publicly when his former of- 


fensive coordinator, Shawn Watson, was hired by Bill Callahan 
to coach the Husker tight ends starting this season. 

“This gives (Watson) a chance to be in a situation where foot- 
ball is important, where people understand the value of college 
football” Barnett told the media last winter. “He’s needing that 
right now because we weren't in that type of environment at 
Colorado. There's just a lot you can get as a football coach at 
Nebraska that you can’t get at Colorado’ 

It's not just the coaches, either. Nebraska fans know how to 
win, and they have every right to expect it. They've poured their 
heart and soul into this program for more than four decades. 
Nebraskans have built one of the elite football programs in the 
country, and they can be proud of it no matter in what stadium 
they are sitting. 

Beating Colorado — and then Michigan in the Alamo Bowl 
— was a great start, but the mission is far from complete. For this 
year, “Restoring the Order,” means Nebraska takes its rightful 
place at the top of the Big 12 North — at least. Nebraska, the 
school, the team and the fans have earned it. 


The Cornhusker 


THROUGH THESE GATES 
DASS THE GREATEST FANS. 
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For the Novotny clan, a home Huskers football 
game is more than just three hours of cheering 
on the Big Red. It's an all-day experience. 

Tailgating has been a tradition with the 
Novotnys — Gary, his wife and family and his 
brother Gayle and his wife Denise — for more 
than a decade. Since Gary relocated in the mid 
1990's and brought his successful Hastings 
business, Gary Michael’s Clothiers, to Lincoln, 
meeting up in Lot 12 a few hours before kick- 
off has become as much a tradition as any 
holiday dinner. 

“If it’s a 2:30 game, we're usually there around 
10 am at the latest,’ says Nate Rutt, Manager 
at the Gary Michael's store in south Lincoln. “If 
it's a 6 pm game, we're probably there closer 
to 1:00.” Somebody brings the beverages, 
someone buys the chicken, and everyone shares 
stories about the best of the Big Red and what 
is awaiting today’s Nebraska opponent. 

There are days when as many as 100 people — 
friends, neighbors, business associates, clients 
and ‘friends of friends’ stop by for refreshments 
and camaraderie — and the scene is always 
wonderfully the same. 

“They know we're going to be there,’ continues 
Rutt. “They see Gary’s car, and the crowd, and 
they know exactly what's going on. It’s been 
mostly the same people ever since | got here. 
I'll see people | haven't seen since last season, 
or longer. | can sit here right now and | know 
exactly where we'll be parked on September 
2nd. If you took a picture of the scene 10 years 
ago, and then took one this year, the only thing 
that would be different is everybody's cars. The 
people would all be the same” 

While every Huskers game is an event, 
sometimes if the opponent is ranked, or it’s a 
key Big 12 conference battle, the excitement 
level outside Memorial Stadium can kick up a 
few notches. 

“There's nothing like a 2:30 kick-off in October 
when it's a big game,” Rutt smiled. “Inside the 
stadium and out.” 


FIRST AND TENTH: 


TEN BEST MOMENTS OF 
BILL CALLAHAN ERA (SO FAR) 
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Record setting Spring Game Attendance “Can you top 
this?” Nebraska fans have poured into Memorial Stadium in record numbers 
for the annual Red-White Spring Game each of the first three seasons of the 
Bill Callahan era. In 2004, a record 61,417 fans turned out to see the Red 
beat the White. In 2005, that record was surpassed when 63,416 fans filled 
the stands. In 2006, 57,415 fans filed up the stadium to see the Red beat the 
White 35-7. The entire north end of Memorial Stadium was closed off for seat- 
ing, making the game a de-facto sellout. 
















2004: Joe Dailey’s passing record vs. Baylor Sophomore 
quarterback Joe Dailey went 13-for-20 for a NU record 342 yards and five 
touchdowns as Nebraska routed Baylor 59-27 at Memorial Stadium. Dailey 
surpassed the previous record of 297 yards set by David Humm in 1973. 


2005: Nebraska blocks Pitt, 7-6 The Huskers 7-6 win over Pitt 
was decided as time expired. The Panthers potential game-winning 46-yard 
field goal was blocked by Adam Ickes to preserve the NU victory. 





2004: Huskers Dominate Missouri Cory Ross’ career-best 194- 
yard rushing effort included a career-long 86-yard touchdown run late in the 
fourth quarter to seal the Huskers 24-3 win over Missouri. Andrew Shanle 
blocked a punt, and Adam Ickes returned it for his first career touchdown to 
spearhead a sterling effort from the Blackshirts. 








2004: Opening Game Win over Western Illinois, 56-17 
Quarterback Joe Dailey produced six touchdowns to tie the Nebraska single- 
game record and lead the Huskers to a 56-17 victory over Western Illinois 
in Coach Bill Callahan’s debut. Dailey's four passing scores were the most by 
a Nebraska quarterback since Eric Crouch had five against lowa in 2000. 





2005: First OT game at Memorial Stadium; NU 27 Iowa 
State 20, 2 OT In the longest and one of the most thrilling games in Me- 
morial Stadium history, quarterback Zac Taylor hit Cory Ross on a wide open 
screen pass in the second overtime to cap Nebraska's 27-20 double overtime 
victory over No. 23 lowa State. Taylor's completion allowed him to finish the 
day with a school record 431 yards passing on a school record 36 comple- 
tions while tying another school record with 55 attempts. 


2005: Last second FG beats K State 27-25 Jordan Congdon's 
40-yard field goal with 1:05 remaining gave Nebraska a come-from-behind 
27-25 victory over Kansas State at Memorial Stadium on Senior Day, and sent 
the Huskers back to a post season bowl game by making the Huskers bowl 
eligible for the 36th time in the last 37 seasons. 


2004: 24-17 win over Big East Champ Pittsburgh Ne- 
braska’s Blackshirts played dominant defense, and the Huskers survived a 
furious Pittsburgh rally to escape from Heinz Field with a 24-17 victory. On 
the game's final play, Pitt QB Tyler Palko lofted a desperation jump ball into a 
horde of Pittsburgh receivers and NU defenders in the end zone, but the ball 
was batted away to secure the Huskers win. 





2005: 30-3 Thrashing of Colorado Fueled by 30 unanswered 
points and the second-best passing day in school history, Nebraska domi- 
nated Colorado in a 30-3 victory at Folsom Field. The 27-point victory was 
the largest margin of victory in the long history between Nebraska and Colo- 
rado since the Huskers defeated the Buffaloes, 52-7, at Memorial Stadium on 
Oct. 31, 1992. 


2005: Alamo Bowl: Huskers overcome Michigan 
32-28 Senior |-back Cory Ross rushed for 161 yards, including a fourth- 
quarter touchdown, and wide receiver Terrance Nunn grabbed two scores, 
including the game winner late in the fourth quarter as Nebraska came from 
behind for a thrilling 32-28 victory over No. 20 Michigan at the Alamodome 
in San Antonio. 
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HALK TALK 





The running back and the fullback move to the 
a right, causing the defense to think the play is a 
run in that direction. 


# The quarterback fakes a handoff to the running 
=a back, freezing the defense. 


) With everyone moving right, the tight end drags 
across the field to the left. 


fi The quarterback rolls left and passes to the 
"ak tight end. 





Photo by Mark Knudson 
In what has become a wonderful spring 


time tradition, halftime at the 2006 Red 
— White game was an opportunity for 
thousands of kids to come down out of 
the stands and join coach Bill Callahan in 
taking the Nebraska Drug Free Pledge. 
This year, they were joined by Curtis To- 
masevicz, a member of the 2006 United 
States Olympic Bobsled team. 

“On my honor as a responsible student, 
| pledge not to use drugs, alcohol or to- 
bacco. | believe | can lead a better life by 
staying drug free and | further pledge to 
encourage friends not to use drugs, alcohol or 
tobacco. | am strong enough to say ‘NO!’” 





file WAGGLE 











Not too many football players can say they started in 
the NFL ahead of Mike Singletary. Lee Kunz can. 

A standout Husker linebacker 
from 1975-78, Kunz set the re- 
cord for most tackles in a single 
season with 167. His record 
stood for 23 years. 

“My greatest moment at Ne- 
braska was beating Oklahoma 
for the first time (1978), and my 
worst was losing to them that 
same year in the Orange Bowl)” 
Kunz said. 

Kunz came to Lincoln after 
an amazing high school career 
at Wheat Ridge High School 
(Colo.), where he starred in both football and track. He 
was the state champion in both the high jump and the 
discus, setting state records in the process, while be- 
ing voted the top discus thrower in the United States. 
In football, Kunz was the starting fullback and lineback- 
er for the Farmers 1974 state championship team. Lee 
chose Nebraska because coach Tom Osborne agreed 
to let him compete for the Huskers track team, too. 

Kunz was part of the Huskers varsity football team as 
a true freshman, before becoming a three-year starter. 
While he was excelling for the Blackshirts, Kunz was 
also a standout on the Huskers track team, earning a 
Big Eight Championship in the discus, while setting 
a school record throw of 197 feet and earning All- 
America honors. 

After his senior year at Nebraska — where he earned a 
bachelors degree in business finance - Kunz was draft- 
ed by the Chicago Bears and played three seasons 
for the Monsters of the Midway. He started at middle 
linebacker in 1980 and 1981, before he was replaced 
in the starting lineup by Singletary, now a member of 
the NFL Hall of Fame. 

Today, Kunz runs Lee Kunz Development Company 
near where he grew up in Golden, Colo. Kunz Devel- 
opment specializes in commercial real estate, and the 
company has been recognized as one of the top real 
estate companies in Metro Denver. Kunz is active in lo- 
cal politics, serving as treasurer for Congressman Bob 
Beauprez’s run for governor of Colorado, while he him- 
self runs for the state board of education. 
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NEW COACH 


INTRODUCING SHAWN WATSON... 


Shawn Watson had options. A veteran college football assistant coach, Watson had already been a head 
coach and had just finished a seven year stint as a successful offensive coordinator in the Big 12 at Colo- 
rado. A coaching change at Colorado made him available. Plenty of jobs were open, including offensive 
coordinator positions at San Diego State and Cal. He was offered both jobs. 

Watson passed on the coordinator jobs, choosing instead to join Bill Callahan's staff at Nebraska as 
the new tight ends coach and recruiting coordinator. 

“| chose to come to Nebraska for two reasons, mainly. One was my relationship with Bill, and the op- 
portunity to learn more about the West Coast offense from him, and second was the tradition here at 
Nebraska. It is one of the top jobs in the country, and it’s a very special place. I've had a chance to experi- 
ence it from the other side of the field, and | think that Nebraska is one of the great places for college 
football in the country.’ 

Watson fills the positions vacated when Scott Downing left Nebraska to be- 
come the head coach at Northern Colorado. Watson has 24 years of collegiate 
coaching experience, including a three-year stint as the head coach at Southern 
Illinois from 1994 to 1996 before joining Gary Barnett at Northwestern and then 
___ following him to Colorado. 

Ze S -Calchen said Watson’s background and experience make him an excellent fit 
na Nebraska s offensive coaching Bini 
























Lee ] ZED ificar tly yon 1 the offensive side of the ball. He has great expertise and fecmtieadics 
ee eo if id a good, background in the style of system that we use here. He's a really 
ee we come addition to what we are trying to accomplish offensively. Besides that, 
eet e's an an excellent person and an outstanding recruiter. We are looking forward to 
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Nebraska enters the 2006 football season with an NCAA record 275 consecutive sell- 
outs, dating back to 1962, when Hall of Fame Coach Bob Devaney was in his first year. 
The Huskers are 242-33 during the 275 sellouts, a mark that includes a 39-21 record 
against ranked teams. Nebraska is 5-0 in the five milestone sellouts during that period 
(50th, 100th, 150th, 200th and 250th sellouts), including a 24-7 win over No. 2 Colo- 
rado on Oct. 29, 1994 (No. 200) and a 44-13 victory over Utah State on Sept. 7, 2002 
(No. 250). 

The fan support at Memorial Stadium has led to a dominant home field advantage for 
the Huskers. Nebraska has won at least six home games in 17 of the past 19 seasons 
and is a remarkable 154-17 at home since 1981. Eight of the losses in the span have 
come against teams that finished in the top eight of the final AP poll. 

The next three current college football consecutive sell-out streaks: 





2. NOTRE DAME 185 GAMES 


sellout Streaks — 3. MICHIGAN 133 GAMES 
: 4. FLORIDA 103 GAMES ~ 


1a\>);¢ mo © >>) ae glenn cee 
...and all those sellouts have helped the Huskers and Gators compile two of the best 


home field winning percentages in college football since 1990: 





1. FLORIDA STATE 82-4-1 
2. NEBRASKA 92-8 
3. FLORIDA 81-11 


The big names in banking are all pretty interchangeable. Not ours. 
Cornhusker Bank works here. In Nebraska. In Lincoln, our hometown. 
We're proud of our hometown and the accomplishments of our friends 
and neighbors. There's no other bank in the world that shares our 
commitment and enthusiasm for Nebraska's success. 


Call us for your personal and business banking. 
We have a great local team! 
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Committed to Your Success 
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1300 North 27th St. 34th & Old Cheney Rd. 


BY JASON KOSMICKI 








JQ The Cornhusker 


Born and raised in Nebraska, | found my way to Denver roughly ten years ago. Since day one I've 
had to sit back and listen to the local diatribe about how “there's nothing else to do in Nebraska” 
and if the state's so great “why don't you live there?” Admittedly, at first this got my blood 
boiling, but then - after a couple of years of continued Nebraska domination, | had to consider 
the source. 


They may have a point. Maybe all Nebraska does have is football. I'm trying to figure out why 
that’s a bad thing. What amuses me to this day is how the locals here in Colorado keep trying to 
push this Nebraska-Colorado rivalry. They keep referring to Bill McCartney and the “glory years.” 
The dude was 3-8-1 against the Corn! Rick Neuheisel was 0-4. Nebraska sees Colorado as a 
rival...the same way that Colorado sees Colorado State as one. 


In the 1980's, Barry Switzer ruined my Thanksgiving weekend every freaking year. | respect the 
man now, but | really think that was the first “hate” emotion | ever experienced. The rivalry is still 
Oklahoma; any true Husker fan will tell you so. 


Of course when Colorado shared the national championship with Georgia Tech, it’s often pointed 
out to us Nebraska transplants that Tom Osborne voted for Georgia Tech as the number one 
team instead of Colorado. “Where was the conference loyalty?” they shriek. They don’t know 
Tom. He's honest — he played against both teams that year, so he would know. Why would he 
lie?... and he didn’t need five tries to figure it out...unlike the Buffs against Mizzou that year. 


Much like one would expect when Nebraska wins out here, about three or four Buff fans that “get 
it” say “nice game” and move on with their day. Others won't even look you in the eye. When 
Colorado does win, people | don't even know will let me know about the game. The guy pushing 
the broom, the lady sacking groceries, and of course the 58 phone calls | got after the last CU 
win. Here’s how it’s different: When Colorado does beat Nebraska, they still tear down the goal 
posts at Folsom Field. | like that - it’s a sign of respect. When Nebraska beats Colorado, we just 
put a check mark next to that game on the schedule. | like that too - it’s a sign that our team is just 
doing what's supposed to be done. 


And yes, Buff fan, Nebraska (and all the other really “big time” programs) plays “the sisters of 
the poor” in the non-conference...BECAUSE THEY CAN! That's because 76,000 (soon to be 
80,000) strong show up for every game — they even pack the place for the Spring Game! By the 
way, Buffs, Nebraska is at USC on September 16th. 


Don't get me wrong. | don’t hate Colorado. | like that team; | root for the Big 12 (every team 
but Oklahoma). I'm friends with Dave Plati, the super Sports Information Director at CU. | want 
the team to do well, and | really mean that. It’s the knuckleheads around town with whom | have 
issues. College football is such a great game. It’s just too bad that this town only gets up for one 
or two games a year. 


Over the years | have learned not to say anything. Instead, | wear my red and go on my way. | prefer 
just to point at the scoreboard. | feel like I'm one of many lucky ones who get to live in Denver, 
in my opinion a top five city in the USA...and | get to root on my Huskers. That's the best of 
both worlds. 


Jason Kosmicki is the Director of Broadcasting for Altitude Sports and Entertainment and is the host of the 
Denver Nuggets pre and post game radio shows. 





AV 


AY 


\ 
\ 
: 


.. 








VOLLEYBALL 


Sarah Pavan is no stranger to the spotlight. It might shine a little brighter on 
Nebraska's two-time All-America volleyball star this season, but if anyone is 
ready to handle it, she is. 

As the Big Red rolled to the NCAA title game a season ago, Pavan was 
earning first-team All-America honors for the second straight year. She was 
the first Husker to ever receive the two-time All America distinction in her first 
two years of the program. The 2005 Big 12 Player of the Year, the 6-foot-5 
right side hitter is already on her way to one of the most decorated careers in 
college volleyball history. Pavan was considered a top contender for National 
Player of the Year honors as well, considering the numbers she'd put up for 
the nation’s top-ranked team. Upsets, however, are a part of sports, and Pavan 
endured two of them last December when teammate Christina Houghtelling 
was named National Player of the Year and when Washington shocked the 
Huskers in the NCAA title game. 

lt was Pavan who was the Big Red's best player against the Huskies, total- 
ing a match-high 16 kills on .429 hitting on her way to being named to the 
championship all-tournament team. For the season, the Big 12 Player of the 
Year ranked among the league leaders in hitting percentage (.351, eighth), kills 
(seventh), blocks (seventh), aces (12th) and points per game (4.76, fifth). 

She topped NU in kills 12 times, including a season-best 22 kill perfor- 
mance against Missouri on Nov. 13. Pavan has had four double-doubles and 
also posted a triple-double with 11 kills, 11 blocks and 10 digs against Pep- 
perdine on Sept. 8. 

With Houghtelling missing this season while she takes a medical redshirt, 
Pavan will be called upon to top those numbers if pre-season number one 
Nebraska is to return to Omaha for volleyball’s “Final Four” and capture that 
elusive national title. 

“You don't want to see anyone get hurt because Christina was an important 
part of our team,” Pavan said. “Last year, we had so many options offensively 
and we had so much balance. | am ready to carry the load offensively, if that is 
what it takes for us to win? 

“Sarah has proven over the last two seasons that she is a strong candidate 
for National Player of the Year,” Head Coach John Cook said. “With the 5-1 
offense, it will give her more touches and more swings, and players like Sarah 
relish this opportunity. We are going to rely on Sarah more to cover for the 
loss of our three All-Americans’ 

Cook says that Pavan's all-around game evokes comparisons to some 
of the best players to wear a Husker jersey, including U.S. Olympian 
Nancy Metcalf. 

“She is one of the most dynamic attackers from the back row in the country, 
and reminds me of Nancy Metcalf when she played here with her ability to 
attack from the back row,” Cook said. “Offensively, we will count on her be- 
ing one of our big point scorers in both the front and back row, and she has 
worked hard to develop her all-around game because teams will try to focus 
on her and wear her down” 

lf there is anything Pavan is better at than volleyball, it is in the classroom, 
where she carries a 4.0 GPA in biochemistry. She has been an active partici- 
pant in NU's outreach programs, volunteering for the Friendship Home Safe- 
quarters program and the Fall Tour of Excellence in Blair. 
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LAURENBAILEY 


Lauren Bailey came just one place away from earning out- 
right All-America honors last season, so this season's goal is 
very Clear. 

Nebraska's first All-America swimmer since 2001, Bailey 
claimed a ninth-place finish in the 1,650-yard freestyle at last 
season’s NCAA Championships in Athens, Ga. The top eight 
finishers earn automatic All-America distinction. As she re- 
turns for her final season under head coach Pablo Morales, her 
chances of breaking through seem very good. 

At the NCAA Championships, Bailey swam the mile in a time 
of 16:16.06 to lower her school-record time by nearly four sec- 
onds (16:20.05). She set the Big 12 record at the conference 
championships on Feb. 25. 

“It is quite an accomplishment what Lauren did,” Head Coach 
Pablo Morales said last spring. “She really broke through and 
it is a great accomplishment for her and for our program to be 
up on the scoreboard at the NCAA Championships against the 
best swimmers in the nation and the world” 

The last time Nebraska had an All-America swimmer was 
2001, when NU finished 23rd overall with 38 points. With 
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SWIMMING/DIVING 


Bailey's finish, Nebraska scored nine points and tied for 36th 
overall in the team standings. 

At the Big 12 Championships last spring, Bailey claimed the 
second Big 12 Conference championship of her career as she 
won the 1,650-yard freestyle in a school-record, NCAA au- 
tomatic-qualifying time of 16:20.05. She set the 1,000-yard 
freestyle (9:53.86) school record just three weeks prior. She 
broke that mark again when she was clocked at 9:51.91 on 
her way to blowing away the field and shattering former Ne- 
braska All-American Michelle Butcher's 16-year old 1,650-free 
mark of 16:25.99 by nearly six seconds. Bailey set 14 NCAA 
provisional qualifying marks this regular season. It was the first 
automatic-qualifying mark in Head Coach Pablo Morales’ five- 
year career at Nebraska. 

Bailey won her other conference title as a freshman in the 
400-yard individual medley and qualified for her third NCAA 
Championship meet in a row. 

“The distance group has been our foundation from the begin- 
ning of the season and in years past,’ Assistant Coach Doug 
Humphrey said. “We look to them to lift our team.” 
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BRITTANY TIMKO 


lf Brittany Timko were a basketball player, you might compare 
her game to someone like Phoenix Suns star Steve Nash, a 
player with a knack for making everyone around her better and 
coming up big in the clutch. 

Yes, she led the Huskers with 11 goals in 2005, but what 
was eye-popping about Timko was her amazing 21 assists last 
season. That total was not only a Nebraska school record, but 
a Big 12 record as well. Timko was the first Big 12 player ever 
to reach 20 assists in a single season. Her eight game-winning 
assists gave her 14 for her career, breaking Meghan Anderson's 
school record of 13...and she still has a year of eligibility left. 

She certainly didn't go unnoticed. Timko, entering her senior 
year in 2006, was named Big 12 Player of the Year for the sec- 
ond straight time in 2005, earned third team All-America hon- 
ors, and if she stays injury free, is a good bet to gain strong 
consideration for the Hermann Award (soccer's version of the 
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SOCCER 


Heisman Trophy) again after being a semi-finalist last season. 
You know what they say about the third time being a charm... 

With a year of eligibility remaining, Timko has already scored 
30 career goals and 30 career assists at Nebraska, having led 
the team in both categories two straight seasons...the only 
Husker women’s soccer player to ever do so even once. She's 
one of only two players — Anderson is the other — in school his- 
tory to reach 30 career goals and 30 career assists. 

Besides being a star for the Huskers, Timko is a veteran mem- 
ber of the Canadian National Team. She was a starter for the 
team in the 2003 World Cup and will compete for Canada this 
fall in the World Cup Qualifier. If they qualify, Timko will play for 
the Canadian national team in the 2007 World Cup in China. 

One of nine returning starters, Timko will be a key cog as the 
Huskers take aim at the Big 12 title and another NCAA Tourna- 
ment berth in 2006. 
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AN INSIDE LOOK AT NCAA RULES 
SURROUNDING BOOSTERS 
AND EXTRA BENEFITS 


WHO IS A BOOSTER? 


An individual is considered a representative of the University 
of Nebraska's Athletics Interests (i.e., booster) just by being a 
former student, friend or fan. Once an individual is identified as 
a booster, the person retains that identity indefinitely. Boosters 
are subject to NCAA regulations, and both the booster and 
UNL are subject to penalties for any violation of NCAA rules by 
a booster or their support organization. 


According to NCAA bylaw 13.02.13 a UNL booster is an 
individual who is known (or who should have been known) 
by a member of the institution's executive or athletics admin- 
istration to: 

* Have made financial contributions to the UNL athletics 

department or to an UNL booster club 

* Have participated in or to be a member of an agency or 

organization promoting the UNL athletic program 

* Assist or have been requested (by the athletics department 

staff) to assist in the recruitment of prospects 

* Assist or have assisted in providing benefits to enrolled 

student-athletes or their families 

* Have been involved otherwise in promoting the UNL ath- 

letic program. 


EXTRA BENEFITS 


Extra benefits render student-athletes ineligible and, potentially, 
if the benefits rise to a certain level, may force student-athletes 
to miss competition. Those missing student-athletes reduce the 
likelihood of victory. With that in mind, no fans of the University 
of Nebraska would knowingly provide an extra benefit to a 
student-athlete. Still, mistakes happen, but their frequency can 
be reduced if more people understand exactly what constitutes 
an extra benefit. 
According to NCAA bylaw 16.02.3, an extra benefit is: 
“Any special arrangement by an institutional employee or a 
representative of the institution's athletics interests to provide 
a student-athlete or the student-athlete’s relative or friend a 
benefit not expressly authorized by NCAA legislation. Receipt 
of a benefit by student-athletes or their relatives or friends is 
not a violation of NCAA legislation if it is allowed by NCAA 
rules or if itis demonstrated that the same benefit is available 





to the institution’s general student body or their relatives or 

friends, or to a particular segment of the student body (e.g., 

foreign students, minority students, etc.) determined on a 

basis unrelated to athletics ability.” 

The “extra-benefit” rules for student-athletes and their relatives 
state that you may not: 

* Give a student-athlete or his/her relative cash or loans in 

any amount 

* Sign or co-sign a note for a student-athlete or his/her relative 

with an outside agency to arrange a loan 

* Give a student-athlete or his/her relative gifts of any kind 

(e.g., birthday, Christmas, Valentines Day) or free services 

(e.g., laundry, restaurant meals, etc.) 

* Allow a student-athlete or his/her relative to use your 

telephone to make free long distance calls 

* Provide a student-athlete or his/her relative with use of an 

automobile 

* Provide free or reduced housing or rent 

* Provide tickets to an athletic, institutional or comm- 

unity event 

¢ Provide promise of 

uate education. 

Fans of UNL may not be aware that the NCAA administers 
two separate funds that student-athletes may access for 
everything from clothing to paying for items lost due to theft, 
etc. These funds annually provide tens of thousands of 
dollars to student-athletes in a manner that does not violate 
NCAA rules. 

lf you wish to review the NCAA Manual on this issue or any 
other issues, please go to www.ncaa.org. There is a PDF-version 
of the NCAA manual on the site, and you can download or read 
at your leisure. 

lf you have any questions on this subject or any others, please 
contact the athletics compliance office at 402.472.2042 or 
email compliance@huskers.com. 


financial aid for post-grad- 


GO BIG RED!! 
Josh White 

Director of Compliance 
300 West Stadium 
Lincoln, NE 68588 
402.472.2042 
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Get the inside information following each Huskers game on 
the Midwest Ford Dealers Coach Callahan Football Show. Join 
Nebraska Head Coach Bill Callahan and host Jim Rose each 
week for player interviews and an in-depth analysis of the 
previous game and upcoming opponents. 

Check Huskers.com for local television affiliates, dates and 
times for the Coach Callahan Football Show. 


NATIONAL 


ARIZONA - TUCSON 
KTKT — AM 990 


ARKANSAS - ROGERS 
KURM — AM 790 


COLORADO - LOVELAND 
KXST —AM 1570 


IOWA - DES MOINES 
KBGG — FM 98.3 


IOWA - SHENANDOAH 
KKBZ — FM 99.3 


IOWA - SIOUX CITY 
KMNS — AM 620 


KANSAS - WELLINGTON/ 
WICHITA 
KWME — FM 93.5 


MINNESOTA - MINNEAPOLIS/ 
ST. PAUL 
WMGT — AM 1220 





MISSOURI - KANSAS CITY/ 
INDEPENDENCE 

KCTE — AM 1510 

WHB — AM 810 


NEVADA - LAS VEGAS 
KSHP — AM 1400 


SOUTH DAKOTA - RAPID CITY 
KTOQ — AM 1340 


SOUTH DAKOTA - SIOUX 
FALLS 
KSOO — AM 1140 


SOUTH DAKOTA - WINNER 
KWYR — AM 1260 


SOUTH DAKOTA - YANKTON 
KKYA — FM 93.1 
KYNT —AM 1450 


TEXAS - DALLAS 
KMSR — AM 990 


WASHINGTON - SEATTLE 
KKNW — AM 1150 
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salesman whose char- 
acter was forged as 
he rode the rails in a 
Michigan iron factory 
so his family could 
eat; whose twinkling eyes and clever quip complimented a 
rare and shrewd brilliance, delivered the holiest of grails — a 
National Championship. 

And then another. 

From his shadow stepped a reticent Sunday school teacher. 
Talented athletically, but humble and graceful, he too, proved 
a Courageous, determined genius who's excellence shaped a 
generation of both players and peers. 

And as the century closed, the flame was carefully tendered 
into the weathered hands of a 145-pound bundle of guts, born 
in the mine country of Pennsylvania, who came to Nebraska as 
a boy, fell in love, and will always be. 

It's about all of them. 

Though the century, they hailed from the farms and fields 
of Broken Bow, Alliance, North Platte, York, Blue Springs, 
Columbus, Norfolk and Superior. Each August, those fearless 
sons of Russia, Ireland, Germany, Poland and Czechoslovakia 
arrived in Lincoln simultaneously with kids from the suburbs and 
corridors of America’s greatest cities, or the steel belt hills of 
the Ohio Valley. From as far west as the Hawaiian Islands to 
California and Texas through Louisiana, Alabama, Florida, and 
even up the shore of the Atlantic to the nation’s birthplaces, they 
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THE GLORY 
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all made their own way to carve out a stake on this tradition. 

‘The give is to Kinney, Kinney over the left side - 

TOUCHDOWNNNNNNNNNNNN! 79. yards on_ that 

drive and Nebraska forges into the lead, 34-31....0h man, 

woman and child | never thought | would live this long 
to see this kind of football game. Sanger on for the extra 
point, this kick is important. The ball is down, the kick is up 
and the kick is good; and it’s 35-31, Oklahoma must have 

a touchdown!” 

- Lyell Bremser, KFAB Radio 
November 25, 1971 
Norman, Oklahoma 

How poignant that the holiest moment of a century of Nebraska 
football would arrive on a sullen, November day nearly 72 years 
into and 28 short of the most compelling, perplexing, colorful, 
heart-pounding and heart wrenching decades we Nebraskans 
have ever known. It was at that hour, before the then largest 
audience ever to witness a single American sports event, that a 
torn country of people might pause from a conflict in Southeast 
Asia to share Thanksgiving Day at our hearth. 

We were away from home, on the doorstep of a heated rival, 
at the climax of a painful return to respectability after 20 years 
at the feet of agony. 

So it was, just for a moment, that all of the others came to see 
us at our best. 

Re-printed by permission. Copyright 2001 by Nebraska 
Book Publishing 
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When the Buffaloes roam to 
downtown Lincoln, Nebraska, there 
is one place you can still feel at home. 
Out of respect, we won't roll out red 
carpet, but we will go above and 
beyond in providing the excellent 
service you've come to expect from 


Marriott hotels. 


With Marriott’s commitment to 
excellence, this legendary hotel has 
been completely updated to make 


your stay with us truly remarkable. 


So if you’re in Lincoln for the big 
game, a convention, or just passing 
through, stay at the award-winning 
Cornhusker, A Marriott Hotel. When it 
comes to the perfect experience, we'll 
do more than make you feel at home. 


We'll make you think you're dreaming. 
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Sept. 2 
Sept. 9 
Sept. 16 
Sept. 23 
Sept. 30 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 21 
Oct. 28 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 11 
Nov. 24 
Dec. 2 
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LOUISIANA TECH 
NICHOLLS STATE 


at Southern Cal 
TROY 


KANSAS* 
at lowa State” 







at Kansas State” 


TEXAS" 


at Oklahoma State” 


MISSOURI" 
at Texas A&M" 
COLORADO" 


Big 12 Championship @ Kansas City 
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Aug. 28 
Sept. 1-3 
Sept. 8-10 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 16 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 23 
Sept. 24 
Sept. 30 
Oct. 4 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 11 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 18 
Oct. 25 
Oct. 28 
Nov. 1 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 8 
Nov. 11 
Nov. 15 
Nov. 18 
Nov. 22 
Nov. 25 


Dec. 8-9 
Dec. 14 
Dec. 16 


TBA 
2:30 p.m. 


SAN DIEGO 
ST. MARY’S, LONG BEACH STATE, MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE 
MINNESOTA, CAL POLY, LOUISVILLE 

KANSAS* 
Oklahoma” 
IOWA STATE* 
TEXAS TECH’ 
Creighton 
Baylor 
KANSAS STATE* 
Texas A&M* 
Missouri“ 
COLORADO" 


MISSOURI* 
Kansas State” 
Texas Tech” 
OKLAHOMA* 
lowa State” 
Colorado" 
TEXAS A&M" 
BAYLOR’ 
Kansas* 
TEXAS* 

Nov. 30-Dec. 3 NCAA First/Second Rounds 

NCAA Regionals Campus Sites 

NCAA Semifinals Qwest Center Omaha 
NCAA Final Qwest Center Omaha 













FT | 
: 
SS aha 


~ 





—_— > Sale ae. Mos = 

nf VEO RL Pesees: 
; ie 

at tes “Steet pe Es aD Lod 


7:00 p.m. 
TBA 
7:00 p.m. 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
7:00 p.m. 
TBA 
TBA 
7:00 p.m. 
TBA 
7:00 p.m. 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
7:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
TBA 
7:00 p.m. 
TBA 
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WOMEN'S soccer WN ‘ 
Louisville (Exhibitio 
WRIGHT STATE 
WISCONSIN 
IOWA 


NORTH TEXas 
DRAKE 


WESTERN CAROLINA 


CENTRAL mu 
ICHIG 
TCU a 


Missouri* 

lowa State* eh nn Pisak Ee 
COLORADO evel x - ee |. Se 
KANSAS* 

BAYLOR* ) : } 
Texas A&M” NG ceg Ny Bee a 


= tees ; 
TEXAS* €. 
Oklah " 
= SWIMMING AN® DIVING 

Sept. 29 SCARLET VS. CREAM INTRASQUAD 4:00 p.m. 
: Oct. 6 Missouri State TBA 
~ Oct. 12 TEXAS” TBA 

Oct. 13 BIG 12 RELAYS TBA 

Oct. 14 TEXAS A&M* TBA 

Oct. 28 ARKANSAS 10:00 a.m. 

Nov. 4 ALUMNI MEET TBA 

Nov. 17-19 Minnesota Invitational TBA 

Nov. 30-Dec. 2 Texas Invitational (Divers Only) TBA 

Dec. 2 South Dakota State TBA 

Jan. 13 KANSAS* 2:00 p.m. 

Jan. 19 Northern lowa TBA 

IONS, L.L.C. [Ret otc etree a Jan. 20 lowa State” TBA 

PINNACTS St oe ee fend re Jan. 26 Nebraska-Omaha TBA 
Jan. 27 MISSOURI" 1:00 p.m. 
Feb, 14-17 Big 12 Championships TBA 
Mar. 2-4 NCAA Zone Diving Championships 
Mar. 15-17 NCAA Championships 


n) TBA 


TBA 


pan “Sy Cony 
Ji 2 . 


Vr 
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Sept. 2 Creighton/UNO Classic 

Sept. 16 Woody Greeno/Nebraska Invitational Pioneer’s Park 
Sept. 23 Roy Griak Invitational 

Sept. 30 South Dakota State Invitational 

Oct. 14 Chili Pepper Festival 

Oct. 27 Big 12 Championships 

Nov. 11 NCAA Midwest Region Championships 

Nov. 20 NCAA Championships 





BUILD 


FOOTBALL PREVIEW 






ING ON THE MOMENT 


Things were looking bleak. The 
Huskers were trailing struggling 
Kansas State 25-24 late in the 
game, in a contest they seemed 

to have had well in control just 
moments earlier. Another loss in 
this season of nail bitters would be 
their fourth in a row, and would 
drop Bill Callahan's second team 
to 5-5, making the season finale at 
Colorado aq must win if the team 
wanted to go bowling. On top of 
that, stalwart quarterback Zac 
Taylor was hurt, and freshman 
Harrison Beck had to strip off his 
redshirt, buckle his chinstrap and 
find a way to deliver. 
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All Husker fans know what happened 
next. Much like (Mike) Stuntz-to-(Eric) 
Crouch vs. Oklahoma in 2001, Beck-to- 
Swift vs. K State in 2005 is not likely to 
be forgotten. 

Beck, whose interception had led to 
K State’s go ahead field goal moments 
earlier, had the Huskers at their own 33- 
yard line with just over four minutes to 
play. That's when he hit Nate Swift with a 
21-yard pass completion that moved the 
ball to the K State 46 — his only comple- 
tion of the season — and after a roughing 
the passer penalty was tacked on to the 
end of the play, Jordan Congdon was in 
position. The true freshman place-kicker, 
who set a single season freshman record 
for field goals in a season, calmly nailed a 
40-yarder with just over a minute to play, 
giving the Huskers a 27-25 win. Beck-to- 


The Cornhusker 


Swift wasn't as sexy as Stuntz-to-Crouch, 
but it was arguably more important. 

lt was more than just a game winning 
kick. It was a moment. A moment that’s 
easy to look back on, after the Huskers 
resounding win at Colorado 13 days later 
and the improbable win over Michigan in 
the Alamo Bowl. It was a point in time that 
launched the Nebraska football program 
back into national prominence. 

“That was a big win for our football 
program against a team that we had 
not defeated in several years, Callahan 
recalled. “We were fortunate to be able 
to use that victory as a springboard to a 
strong finish to the season” 





BY MARK KNUDSON 









The confidence gained — and the 
pressure relieved — by beating K State 
prompted the Huskers, armed with a 
healthy Taylor and new found confi- 
dence, to don t-shirts that read “Restore 
the Order” underneath their pads dur- 
ing the regular season finale in Boulder. 
They certainly started to do so with a 
30-3 blowout win. Routing the team that 
would represent the division in the con- 
ference title game confirmed the feeling 
that Nebraska had turned things around, 
and that Callahan’s third team, with 16 
returning starters and a large number of 
his recruits, will be something to be reck- 
oned with. Nebraska is now a favorite 
to capture the Big 12 North this season 
and to get to the school's fourth Big 12 
Championship game. 

Taylor returns for his senior season af- 
ter re-writing the Husker record books 
as a junior. Beck has departed, elevating 
sophomores Joe Ganz and newcomer 
Brian Hildebrand to the back-up roles. 
Taylor set new single season records for 
passing yards, completions and attempts, 
throwing for 2,600 yards — almost 500 
yards more than David Humm's 33-year- 


Photos by Scott Bruhn 


old school record - and 19 touchdowns. 
He set single game records for yards 
(431 vs. lowa State), completions (36), 
attempts and total offense, and ranked 
second in the Big 12 in passing yards per 
game, averaging better than 260 yards/ 
game in league play. The native of Norman, 
Oklahoma will receive some All-Confer- 
ence recognition and even a little Heis- 
man hype in the pre-season as part of the 
team’s rejuvenation. 

While the focal point of the offense will 
again be the senior QB, it's the improve- 
ment of the running game that will make 
the Huskers offensive motor run louder 
this season, even after losing versatile 
running back Cory Ross. Husker fans 
have envisioned a “Thunder and Light- 
ning” type tandem of sophomores Cody 
Glenn and Marlon Lucky sharing the car- 
ries. Both were impressive in the spring 
— Glenn with his improved footwork and 
Lucky with his newfound muscle run- 
ning between the tackles. Both will get 
the ball frequently, with Brandon Jackson 
figuring in the mix...and get ready for in- 
coming recruit Kenny Wilson. Coaches 
rave about his physical maturity and raw 
talent, and there are those close to the 
situation who believe he could end up 
being the starting tailback. 

They'll run more this season, but don’t 
think for a minute that Taylor won't throw 
it a bunch, too. He has plenty of options 
when he looks downfield, including tight 
end Matt Herian, who returns from a bro- 


S at 








ken leg and a redshirt season to try to 
add to his 53 career receptions. Clearly 
still hampered in the spring, Herian is 
expected to be 100% by the season 
opener. If he's close to the player he was 
before the leg injury, the Norfolk, Ne- 
braska native figures to be a tremendous 
weapon for Taylor. The position also will 
be well manned with returning players J. 
B. Phillips and Josh Mueller. 

The wide receiving corps will be led 
by Swift, coming off a freshman season 
that saw him grab 45 catches for 641 
yards and seven touchdowns. Taylor’s 
former juco teammate Franz Hardy, Al- 
amo Bowl star Terrance Nunn, speedy 
Isaiah Fluellen and steady Todd Peter- 
son will bolster the position. Junior Col- 
lege recruit Maurice Purify will also be 
a factor. 
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Replacing the 392 receiving yards 
from Ross out of the backfield will be a 
challenge for Lucky, Glenn and the rest 
of the Husker backs. Expect to see full- 
back Dane Todd — a returning first team 
Academic All-America — on the receiving 
end of some passes, ala former Husker 
Tom Rathman. 

Improvement along the offensive line 
is critical. Center Kurt Mann — who is on 
the pre-season Rimington Award watch 
list - missed the spring with a knee injury, 
so building continuity will be a focal point 
in the fall. A number of young players got 
valuable experience a year ago, including 
highly touted Lydon Murtha, Matt Slau- 
son and Chris Patrick. Andy Christensen 
missed last season with an injury, but is 
expected to be a big contributor. Mike 
Huff, Greg Austin, and juco newcomer 
Carl Nicks will also be key players. As 
a unit, the offensive line must improve 
for the Huskers running game to flour- 
ish and to allow Taylor to absorb fewer 
hits. Coaches credit the improved play 
of young tackles Patrick, Slauson and 
Murtha as a big reason for the late sea- 
son success last season. 

On defense, the Huskers could be 
better than good. The Blackshirts could 
be great. Sometimes dominant but in- 


consistent a season ago, the Husker 
D figures to be a force all season. Last 
season, the pass rush led the nation in 
sacks with 50, and the defense wracked 
up 140 tackles for a loss. Most of the 
key contributors return, along with some 
exciting additions. 

The defensive line will be anchored by 
Adam Carriker, Barry Cryer, and Barry 
Turner. Ola Dagunduro, Ndamukong Suh, 
and Kevin Luhrs all figure in the rotation. 
All were stout in the spring. 

Competition for playing time at line- 
backer figures to be intense all season 
long. Highly touted Steve Octavien 
was hurt in the season opener a year 
ago, opening the door for young play- 
ers like Bo Ruud to step in. Leading 
tackler Stewart Bradley was having a 
great season when he was lost for the 
rest of the season against Texas Tech. 






Photos by Scott Bruhn 








Up stepped Corey McKeon, who then 
led the team with 98 tackles, including 
22 for losses. McKeon also picked off 
three passes — including one he returned 
for a touchdown. Lance Brandenburgh, 
Phillip Dillard and Dontrell Moore all saw 
playing time, and while Ruud and Brad- 
ley were out during the spring, Octavien 
returned with a vengeance. Many expect 
him to burst onto the Big 12 scene and 
become the playmaking linebacker that 
the Blackshirts have been craving. Ruud 
and Bradley will be back in the fall, and 
with McKeon and the rest of the sup- 
porting cast returning, Nebraska could 
feature the best linebacking corps in 
the nation. 

The secondary might be an area of 
concern, but it could also be an area of 
strength. Losing cornerback Zack Bow- 
man, to an ACL tear early in camp hurts, 
but Cortney Grixby gives NU another 
experienced corner. With Tierre Green 
moving to safety, the ranks are thin go- 
ing into the fall. Highly touted juco recruit 
Andre Jones will jump right into the mix. 
Flashy Titus Brothers, who returned a 
kick-off 104 yards for a touchdown in 
the spring game, can play cornerback or 
safety. Green — who is in his third differ- 
ent post in three seasons, hopes to step 
in for departed Daniel Bullocks, as does 
Andrew Shanle and special teams ham- 
mer Brandon Rigoni at the safety spots. 
There's youthful talent, but not a lot of ex- 
perience, in reserve. 

As a unit, the Blackshirts need to show 
more consistency and create more turn- 
overs than in 2005. Nebraska had just 24 
takeaways a year ago, finishing plus two 
in that category. 

Cogdon, honored as a freshman All- 
America last season, returns to build on 
his stellar first season as the incumbent 
place-kicker, but finding someone to re- 
place the thunderous right foot of punter 
Sam Koch is crucial. Dan Titchener had 
a nice spring, and he has the edge as 
fall begins. 

The Huskers could have a dynamic 





kick return game. Nunn led the confer- 
ence with an average of more than 18 
yards per punt return, with Grixby ranking 
fourth. Add Brothers and former running 
back Green into the mix, and the Huskers 
should get some special teams’ points 
this season. 

Callahan's third team figures to be his 
best, but having the final record reflect 
it will be a challenge. The schedule is 
daunting, highlighted by a road game 
at Southern Cal and a home game with 
defending national champ Texas. No one 
else in the country plays both the teams 
that met for the national title last season. 
Those might be the highlights, but the 
rest of the slate has plenty to offer. Ne- 
braska hosts dangerous Louisiana Tech 
to open the year, and after the trip to Los 
Angeles, returns to host vastly improved 
Troy to complete the non-conference 
season. The Big 12 slate brings road 
trips to lowa State (where NU has lost 
two straight), new-look Kansas State, 
improved Oklahoma State and powerful 
Texas A&M. The home schedule brings 
Kansas, Missouri and Colorado to town, 
along with the Longhorns. 

lf the Huskers are indeed going to “Re- 
store the Order” in 2006, they will have 
plenty of chances to prove it and plenty of 
chances to post more defining moments 
for the Husker football archives. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS II 


VOLLEYBALL PREVIEW 


BY RICHARD MAC 
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It wasn't supposed to end like that. Too 
much had gone right during the season. 
Too many great players. Too many big wins 
already; too much momentum going In. 

Yet the unthinkable happened. The top- 
ranked Nebraska volleyball team, gunning 
for a third national title and attempting 
to become only the third team ever to go 
wire-to-wire ranked number one, didn’t win 
the national championship last December 
at the Final Four in San Antonio. The 
upstart Washington Huskies crashed what 
was supposed to be a coronation, sweeping 
the Huskers in the title match, handing 
Nebraska only its second loss of the season 
and landing the Big Red at number two in 
the final national polls...for the third time in 
school history. 


A great season to be sure, one that 


most schools just dream of. It was not 
enough for Nebraska, which has won 
five Big 12 titles in the last six years and 
made three trips to the national semifinals 
since 2000. This year, the Big Red aims 
to finish the job. With five of its top eight 
players returning, plus a talented group 
of newcomers ready to step in, the Husk- 
ers are well armed for another run at the 
National Championship. 

“We have to replace three All-Ameri- 
cas,’ noted Head Coach John Cook, “We 
feel like we have the depth and talent to 
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make those changes and still be one of 
the top teams in the country’ 

Evidently, others agree, because 
Cook's Huskers will start the season 
ranked number one in the AVCA poll. 

It's not going to be easy. Cook lost key 
members of last season's juggernaut in 
three-time All-America Melissa Elmer 
— who finished her career as the Big 12's 
all-time leader in blocks — and fellow All- 
America Jennifer Saleaumua, who was 
the two-time Big 12 Defensive Player of 
the Year. 


On top of that, reigning national Player 
of the Year Christina Houghtelling under- 
went season-ending surgery in July and 
will take a medical redshirt this season. 
The surgery will allow Houghtelling to re- 
turn to 100 percent next season. 

Duplicating last season's record — only 
a late November loss to Texas spoiled the 
Huskers shot at a perfect record before 
San Antonio — might be asking too much. 
Expecting to be at the sold out Qwest 
Center in Omaha for the Final Four next 
December is not. 
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Rank School 


2 Penn State 
3 Washington 
4 Stanford 

5 Florida 

6 Santa Clara 
7 Hawai'i 

8 Texas 

9 Wisconsin 
10 UCLA 

13 Missouri 


25 Kansas State 





(17) 
(16) 
(13) 
1181 
1115 
1067 
1066 
896 
837 
732 
162 


(First-Place Votes) 





Total Points 


28 


“Other teams will discount us (from 
getting to the NCAA Championships 
in Omaha)"acknowledged Cook, “But 
| think the team and coaches are look- 
ing forward to the challenge of seeing 
what we can do and of achieving the 
level of success that we have enjoyed in 
this program.’ 

The cupboard is certainly not bare, as 
the Huskers still return three starters, 
including two-time All-America Sarah 
Pavan, along with Big 12 Freshman of 
the Year Jordan Larson. In addition, NU 
returns starting setter Maggie Griffin, 
middle blocker Tracy Stalls and setter 
Dani Busboom, who will move to libero 
this season. 

Houghtelling was one of only three se- 
niors on the roster, along with Dani Man- 
cuso and Busboom, so this year’s Big 
Red will be young and talented. 

To make another run through the tough 
Big 12 conference, this year’s squad 
must first put the disappointment of San 
Antonio in the rearview mirror. Aside 
from the injury to Houghtelling, the off- 
season was productive. In the spring, 
it was announced that all 11 members 
of the squad had been named to the 
Commissioner's Spring Honor Roll. Five 
members of the team posted perfect 4.0 
grade point averages, including Hough- 
telling and Pavan. 

The Huskers gained an added benefit 
later on in the spring, when they got the 
opportunity to travel to China and Japan 
for 16 days, playing matches against 
several top professional teams from the 
region. Along with the additional match 
work, Cook welcomed the extra practice 
time as well. 

“This is such a tremendous teaching 
opportunity for us; Cook said at the time. 
“We get to work with the players with- 
out them being in school, and we'll get 
a chance to work on a lot of things we 
normally wouldn't get to work on” 

The hard working Cook is no stranger 
to honors himself, having been named 
the American Volleyball Coaches Asso- 


ciation Coach of the Year in 2005. Cook 
is one of only three active coaches to be 
a two-time AVCA National Coach of the 
Year. He and several of his players will be 
candidates for post season honors again 
in 2006. 

The schedule is daunting, with pre- 
conference battles set with Long Beach 
State and Minnesota before the Husk- 
ers head into Big 12 play — with a target 
squarely on their backs. In all, Nebraska 
will have 17 matches against teams that 
reached the NCAA Tournament in 2005. 

“We have a good non-conference 
schedule that will help us prepare for 
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the Big 12” Cook said. “The trip to 
Asia will also pay dividends because 
that allowed us to play in some environ- 
ments to help us get ready for our Big 
12 opener’ 

Cook anticipates the Big 12 being as 
tough as it has ever been with Missouri 
and Texas, among others, looking to 
break NU's two-year stranglehold on the 
Big 12 title. 

“From top to bottom, the league will 
be as competitive as it has ever been; 
Cook said. “Our margin for error will be 
small, and our fans should expect a lot of 
close matches.” 
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Nebraska has been da 
powerhouse in Track and 

Field since the inception of the 
Big 12 a decade ago. While 

that dominance has not yet 
transferred to the Cross Country 
season, both the Men's and 
Women’s Cross Country teams 
Showed marked improvement in 
2005, and more improvement is 


expected in 2006. 





Head coach Jay Dirksen gambled on 
youth and inexperience last year, and it 
worked. The bigger dividends should be 
seen this fall. 

Leading the way for the Huskers will be 
senior Bryce Dickmeyer, named a co-cap- 
tain for the upcoming season, along with 
junior Betsy Miller and senior Kim Pan- 
coast, co-captains for the women’s team. 
Dickmeyer will be the only senior on the 
men's side, after setting a career best in 
the 10K and earning a third place finish 
at the Creighton/ UNO Omaha Classic. 

Junior Peter van der Westhuizen, 
named the men’s team top runner a year 
ago, returns. The Kempton Park, South 
Africa, native took home the individual 
championship at the Creighton/UNO 
Classic, and went on to lead the men 
in every race he competed throughout 
the season, including a 25th-place finish 
at the Big 12 Championships. Remark- 
ably, van der Westhuizen was running 
cross country for the first time at the 
collegiate level. 





BY ALEX CAMERON 


On the women's side, Dirksen will have 
to replace the steady running of All Amer- 
ica Kayte Tranel, just the fifth Nebraska 
woman ever to earn All-America recogni- 
tion. Tranel also did not run Cross Coun- 
try in high school, and Dirksen hopes that 
formula holds true for Miller as well. Miller 
may not have run cross country in high 
school, but she was a fast learner, mak- 
ing great strides through her first two sea- 
sons with the Huskers. A native of Lodge- 
pole, Neb., Miller knocked 3 minutes and 
25 seconds off her career best 6K time 
when she was clocked at 22:42 at the 
Big 12 Championships this season. Her 
38th-place finish at the conference meet 
was more than 50 places higher than last 
season when she was 92nd. 

Miller and Pancoast were key ingredi- 
ents on the women's team that finished 
fifth at both the Big 12 Championships 
and NCAA Midwest Regional. Miller was 
named the most improved runner on the 
women's side last season, while Pan- 
coast placed in the top 10 on three oc- 
casions and earned her third letter in as 
many years. 

Nebraska will face a familiar schedule 
that includes the same meets from the 
2005 season. The Huskers will stay in- 
state for its first two meets before taking 
to the road for three straight competi- 
tions prior to the Big 12 Championships 
on Oct. 27 in Lawrence, Kan. The NCAA 
Midwest Region Championships will be 
held in St. Paul, Minn., on Nov. 11, fol- 
lowed by the NCAA Championships in 
Terre Haute, Ind., on Nov. 20. 
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Nebraska fans 
are accustomed 
to winning 10 
games every 
season and 
playing in the 
post season. 
That's why 
Husker fans are 


looking forward 
to the 2006 
soccer season. 


After posting a 14-8-1 record a year 
ago, continuing a streak of winning at 
least 10 games each of the program's 
first 12 seasons (and at least 13 games 
the last 10 seasons), the Big Red is look- 
ing to improve on last season's second 
place tie in Big 12 play. A loss to even- 
tual Big 12 champion Texas A&M in the 
conference semifinals ended Nebraska's 
bid for a Big 12 title, but not the team’s 
season. The Huskers advanced to the 
NCAA tournament for the 10th consecu- 
tive season (having won their first round 
match each time), and Head Coach John 
Walker earned his 200th career coach- 
ing victory in a 1-0 win over Creighton in 
the first round of the NCAA Tournament. 
He became one of only 22 coaches in 
the history of Division | women's soccer 
to reach 200 wins. 

Brittany Timko was one of the big rea- 
sons, recording 11 goals (including the 
lone tally against the Blue Jays) and an 
amazing 21 assists in 2005. Her assist 
total was the highest in Big 12 and Ne- 
braska team history, and the senior-to-be 


CHAMPIONSHIP GOALS 
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was named third team All-America for 
the second time. In 2004, she became 
the first player in Nebraska history to 
lead the team in both goals and assists 
in the same season — then did it again 
in 2005. 

Timko's play helped the Huskers fin- 
ish ranked 21st in the final national poll, 
after falling 3-2 to eventual national 
champion Portland in the second round 
of the NCAA tourney. Nebraska was the 
only team to score more than one goal 
in a single game against Portland in any 
2005 match. 

The strong finish to last season is just 
one of the reasons for optimism heading 
into 2006. Nebraska returns nine starters, 
and will benefit from the return of several 
key players who missed time with injuries 
last year. Goal keeper Katie Wright, de- 
fensive starters Aly Scace, Sari Raber, Alli 
Lokanc, and forwards Lindsey Poehling 
and Brigid Kenny all suffered season- 
ending injuries last year. Raber, Lokanc 
and Poehling are set to return this sea- 
son. What caused concerns about depth 
a year ago has turned into a huge plus. 

Jessie Goodell, who scored her lone 
goal of the season against Portland, was 
one of six freshman who saw significant 
playing time a year ago. Four will be start- 
ers this year. Goal keeper Jamie Klages 
posted a shutout against UAB in her first 
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career start, and ended the season with 
a 1.19 goals against average. Fellow 
frosh Aysha Jamani was named second- 
team All-Big 12 after scoring seven goals 
and four assists. All are primed for great 
sophomore campaigns after coming on 
strong at the end of last season and post- 
ing excellent spring exhibition seasons. 

Coach Walker will add seven new 
recruits to the roster in '06, including 
Lincoln product Carly Peetz and Oma- 
ha’s Anna Caniglia, Jackie Walsh and 
Julie Berkshire. 

“Carly is a very explosive, powerful 
player who still has so much potential,’ 
marveled Walker. She’s someone who 
physically can come in and make an im- 
pact right away. Anna is a pure left-sided 
player. She has excellent speed and is 
a fantastic athlete. She’s a little bit like 
Carly, in that her potential is enormous.’ 

After coming so close to winning the 
conference in 2005, the Huskers have 
their sights set firmly on a Big 12 cham- 
pionship this season. 


ALEX CAMERON 
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Ni 0 QUESTIONS V 
= SHELLEY SMITH, Espi 


She seems to be everywhere there's a big story. ESPN's Shel- 
ley Smith, a 1981 graduate of the University of Nebraska, has 
covered everything from the Olympics to the O. J. Simpson 
trial, including Super Bowls, the NBA Finals, the BCS college 
football national championship games, the NHL Stanley Cup 
playoffs, golf and tennis championships, ski racing, weightlift- 
ing, boxing and motor sports. Being a Nebraska grad, it's no 
surprise that Smith's favorite sport is College Football. The 
Cornhusker caught up with Smith and turned interview-er 
into interview-ee... 


WHAT IS YOUR BEST MEMORY OF YOUR 

TIME AS A STUDENT AT THE UNIVERSITY 

OF NEBRASKA? 
All my times at the Daily Nebraskan and the people who 
worked there. We were gonzo, hard core and had too much 
fun all the while by taking names and going places. Those 
times and my favorite DN article about why there were no 
women's restrooms in the press box. 


WHY DID YOU CHOOSE TO GO TO NU? 
Better football team than CU — | was raised in Den- 
ver by a Husker-fanatical family —- we were hated 
as little kids. But we always had the Buffs’ number 
back in those days. Besides, | would have had to take 
summer school math if | had gone to Boulder. That 
wasn't happening. 


WHEN DID YOU KNOW YOU WANTED TO 

GO INTO SPORTS JOURNALISM? 
When | realized it would drive the Nebraska administration 
crazy, especially Don Bryant, (legendary Sports Informa- 
tion Director)! Just kidding. The Fat Fox and | had a won- 
derful, if not sometimes adversarial, relationship. As did | 
and Devaney and Osborne. It was a time when covering 
sports was becoming as legitimate as covering news and | 
learned a lot from the opportunities the DN and the school 
gave me. 


WHERE DID YOUR CAREER START 

AFTER GRADUATION? 
| was a Staffer for the AP in Omaha. From there, | went 
to Tokyo to be assistant sports editor of Pacific Stars & 
Stripes, of which I'm very proud. This was in the days be- 
fore CNN or USA Today... all the sports news the troops 
in the Pacific got went through us. We provided a lot of 
service men and women with news of their hometown 
sports teams, and we also covered their own events. It 
was an exciting time. 


YOU'VE WRITTEN BOOKS AS WELL AS DOING 
THE ON-AIR STUFF. WHICH DO YOU 
LIKE BETTER? 

| like to mix it up. | hate being bored. I've always got to 
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have a couple of things going on to keep me from turning 
into mush. 


WHEN DID YOU KNOW YOU WANTED TO GO 
INTO SPORTS CASTING? 
ESPN was looking to add print reporters to the company 
in order to add a certain journalistic quality. | thought it 
would be a good way to stay valuable by being able to 
report in any medium. 


HOW DID YOU END UP AT ESPN? 

| was giving a speech to a group of college sports jour- 
nalists and the head talent recruiter, Al Jaffe, also was 
there. | don't know if he liked my speech, but he liked the 
way | had trained my then 5-year-old daughter to answer 
questions in succession like, “Who was the first player 
taken in the major league baseball expansion draft? Who 
plays centerfield for the Dodgers? Who invented the toi- 
let?” We were like a mini road-show act. He wanted to 
do a story on her. Instead they got me. Not sure if they're 
still bummed. (Answers: David Nied from Atlanta, Darryl 
Strawberry, Thomas Crapper) 


WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE PART OF THE JOB? 
The variety. The people | meet. | think the NFL draft is most 
fun for me to see where all the college kids I've gotten 
to know end up, and then following their pro careers. It's 
always great to be able to ask personal questions like, 
to Joey Harrington if he took his grass skirt to training 
camp. Or finding out that Eric Crouch missed the bus to 
the Playboy Mansion, so he took a cab (which you can't 
do because the neighbors have rules) and they wouldn't 
let him in. | told him he should have taken the trophy with 
him wherever he went! 


WHAT’S YOUR BEST MOMENT AT ESPN? 
Every day. Seriously. It’s never dull. It’s always interest- 
ing and I’m always learning something. | interviewed Barry 
Bonds for the first time last spring after he hit his first home 








run and the guy was so charming | was stunned. | thought 
if | knew nothing else about him, | would think, “What a 
great guy!” Also, coming to Nebraska with GAMEDAY 
and bringing my friends from school and their kids to meet 
the crew. | screwed up my lines really bad that day and my 
daughter still makes fun of me. But it was a great day! 


HOW COME WE’VE NEVER SEEN YOU IN THE 

ANCHOR CHAIR ON SPORTSCENTER? 
| love being in the field. | love interviewing and meeting 
people and being thrown in weird situations. Always in 
college we were out covering something - from wrestling 
to gymnastics, track, swimming - you name it. It was great 
training and a great atmosphere in which to work! Plus | 
would look really stupid yelling, “Boo-Ya.” 


WHAT'S YOUR FAVORITE SPORT TO COVER? 
Anything in the playoffs. But college football rules. It’s 
gotten better now that | spend so much time on college 
campuses and | haven't once had to sell my books for 
beer money. 


YOU SPENT LAST SEASON COVERING THE 
USC TROJANS. WERE THEY AS GOODAS 
EVERYONE SAID, AND WERE YOU SURPRISED 
THAT TEXAS BEAT THEM? 
They were very good and | was surprised Texas beat them 
- simply because | think Reggie Bush is as dazzling of an 
athlete as I've ever seen. Vince Young is good, but Reggie 
is on another planet. | think that’s where his parents are 
living right now, actually. 


WHO’S THE BEST COLLEGE FOOTBALL TEAM 

YOU'VE EVER SEEN? 
| got to watch the Game of the Century 10th anniversary 
replay with Bob Devaney once. That was a really good 
team. That memory makes it even more special. I'd put 
USC's last year team up there. The Turner Gill-Mike Ro- 
zier years were great, too. My favorite game was the year 
we finally beat Oklahoma (1978, only to lose to Missouri 
the next week and have to play Oklahoma in the Orange 
Bowl). | had on a red hard hat with a big white N on it 
and we were dancing on the field. My parents saw me 
on TV....1 think that was when they knew I'd make it in 
the biz. 


BILL CALLAHAN WANTS TO MODEL THE 
NEBRASKA FOOTBALL PROGRAM AFTER 





Gt | LOVE BEING IN THE FIELD. ; ove 


AND MEETING PEOPLE AND BEING THROWN 
IN WEIRD SITUATIONS. J 





PETE CARROLL'S TEAMS AT SC. CAN HE 

MAKE THAT WORK? 
I'm not so sure he’s saying that now after all the trouble 
they had last spring. Bill is a tremendous coach (I got to 
know him with the Raiders) and moreover he is a great 
motivator of young men. He will put his own stamp on the 
Nebraska program, which will make it unique and special. 
What | liked most about Pete’s approach is the energy 
he and his staff bring to practice every single day. You 
don't often see an assistant coach running down field 
right after the running back takes the snap. Good stuff. 
Bill creates a different type of energy, which | think will be 
an approach many other coaches will want to model in 
the future. 


WHAT IS IT THAT FANS DON’T KNOW ABOUT 
THE WEST COAST OFFENSE? 
That's it's not all pass, pass, pass. It's a good mix (if you've 
got the talent) and it looks a little funny at times, but it 
works. To stay on top, you've got to make changes and 
make them based on your own personnel. That's what it’s 
really about. 


WHAT WERE YOU THINKING WATCHING THE 
2005 ALAMO BOWL WIN OVER MICHIGAN? 
Dying on that last play. Enough said. 


HOW OFTEN DO YOU GET BACK TO SEE A 

HUSKER FOOTBALL GAME? 
| try to get there once a year. Obviously | didn't make it last 
season because of my USC gig. But my family still has 
season tickets and | try to go hang out with them when 
| can. My cousins still make the 2-hour trek from Pender 
each week with all their friends. When | go, it’s just like 
being in college with them sitting in the stands with signs 
that said, “MIX” to signal the soda sellers. 


WHICH IS BETTER: THE PRESS BOX AND ME- 
MORIAL STADIUM, OR SITTING IN THE STANDS? 
See above answer. I'd say it's a tie. 


WHO'S THE TEAM TO BEAT FOR THE 2006 
NATIONAL TITLE? 
Notre Dame...or Ohio State. 


HOW WILL THE HUSKERS FARE IN 2006? 
| think the Huskers will surprise people and delight their 
fans. It's going to be fun to watch!! 
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YEARS AND 
GROWING: 


the Pinnacle rag Network 








_ BY MARK KNUDSON — 








Paul Aaron always thought it could be done just a little bit bet- 
ter, so he decided to take a chance. 

A veteran of the sports radio business around the country, 
and someone who had developed an appreciation for Nebraska 
football since arriving in the state, Aaron and partner/co-founder 
Dale Jensen were awarded the rights to broadcast University 
of Nebraska athletic events just over a decade ago. They kick 
started The Pinnacle Sports Network in September of 1996, 
when the Huskers kicked off their football season with a 55-14 
win over Michigan State in Lincoln. 

lt was a great start for both the team and the new network. 

Being involved in a great start for Huskers football was noth- 
ing new for Aaron. He had been involved with Nebraska sports 
broadcasts since his days managing AM 1110 KFAB, the long 
time flagship radio station of Nebraska football, in the late 
1980's. 

“There were ideas | had that | thought would enhance the 
program, but the ownership of the radio station was reluctant 
to make those changes,” Aaron recalls of those early 1990's 
discussions. KFAB had been doing Nebraska football their way 
since...well...forever, and if it ain't broke... 

Aaron didn’t see it that way, and armed with more than 20 
years of experience, he joined forces with Jensen to launch Pin- 
nacle Sports Productions, a new company that they believed 
would do it better. 

“The concept of forming a network to produce and market 
the broadcasts was the easiest part of it; Aaron continued. 
The harder part was bidding against KFAB and others for the 
rights to broadcast the games. On February 9, 1996, Aaron 
and Jensen found out that their bid was the best, and they were 
awarded those rights. 

The Pinnacle Sports Network was born. 

2006 will mark the 10th Anniversary season for PSN, a mo- 
ment that Aaron and his staff have already marked with a small 
celebration, but something most Husker fans probably didn't 
think much about. What they do notice is the expanded sports 
coverage that Pinnacle has brought listeners, including full cov- 
erage of not only Nebraska football and men's basketball, but 
coverage of baseball, women’s hoops, volleyball, and softball, 
as well. Pinnacle broadcasts over 150 Nebraska Athletic events 
annually. Unlike larger competitors like Learfield Communica- 
tions and Westwood One - companies that own the broadcast 
rights for several schools at the same time and concentrate 
mainly on football and basketball - Pinnacle’s soul focus is on 
the University of Nebraska and a wider variety of sports. It’s 
been a good deal for both the company and the school. 


Start up organizations always face hurdles. Pinnacle’s tough- 
est hurdle was timing. The Husker football team was coming 
off back to back National Championships in 1994 and 1995, 
and popular play-by-play man Kent Pavelka was revered by fans 
across Husker Nation. Aaron's first choice was to bring Pavelka 
on board, but as a long time employee of KFAB, Pavelka was 
entrenched at his job, and despite Aaron's own ties to the sta- 
tion, he had not been able to land the longtime Husker flagship 
station as a Pinnacle affiliate. Negotiations between Pavelka and 
Pinnacle were long and drawn out, and became very public. 

“These contracts with the university come in five year incre- 
ments,’ noted Aaron. “To have a guy leave his place of employ- 
ment, where he had been an employee for 20 years or more, 
and had a retirement plan and so on, to go with this new con- 
cept, this network that had an agreement for (just) the next five 
years.,.that takes a pretty good leap of faith. 

“He would have done it had we been willing to pay him the 
dollars that he wanted and the other benefits that he wanted, 
but while | could always understand where he was coming from, 
it made no economic sense to do it, so we couldn't do it.” 

Unable to lure Pavelka to Pinnacle, Aaron narrowed his choic- 
es down before choosing Virginia Cavalier play-by-play man 
Warren Swain to replace Pavelka. Swain had connections in 
the Midwest, having worked at Drake before moving east. Aaron 
also strayed from KFAB’s long standing formula and went with 
a former Husker player, Adrian Fiala, as the color man, replac- 
ing popular Omaha radio personality Gary Sadlemeyer. Fiala 
was no stranger to the booth himself, having worked on Husk- 
er football and baseball broadcasts on both radio and televi- 
sion for other outlets before KFAB gained the exclusive rights 
in 1984. 

“We actually interviewed five people, and narrowed our choic- 
es down to two, and of those final two, Warren Swain was the 
better fit, the easier pick, because his family was from Lincoln 
and he was known to the athletic department,’ Aaron recalled. 
“He had been doing a pretty high profile program, the Virginia 
Cavaliers, and was very anxious to move back to Nebraska to 
be closer to his family.’ 

Along with Swain and Fiala, Pinnacle would also bring aboard 
former Husker players such as Terry Connelly and Tommie Fra- 
zier to add even more perspective on what was taking place 
on the field. There would be another National Championship 
season in1997, the end of the Tom Osborne era and the start of 
the Frank Solich regime to talk about. 

Response to Swain was expectedly mixed. “In the early stag- 
es, there were lots of folks who complained, but from my view, 
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that was expected)” noted Aaron. “You had the former rights 
holder (KFAB) with the former broadcaster (Pavelka) on the air 
in morning drive on a very significant radio station, and there 
are loyalties there. Perhaps there was a little longer of a healing 
process than | had anticipated, but other than that, things went 
like we expected them to’” 

Despite his having roots in the region, fans never totally 
connected with Swain. The 2001 season was his last at Ne- 
braska. Aaron wasted little time in landing Lincoln native Jim 
Rose to replace Swain. Rose, a 1985 UNL grad, had been 
involved with Husker football and basketball broadcasts 
for seven years in the 1990's, but at the time, was work- 
ing in Kansas City, doing sports talk and play-by-play at radio 
station KMBZ. 

“Jim has been involved with me dating back to my days at 
KFAB, where he was the host of the call-in show on the network 
and we had him doing sidelines for football, and when there 
was a conflict, he did some basketball games for us; Aaron 
recalled. “I've just stayed in touch with Jim as his career moved 
him through various positions. We always felt he was a great 
broadcaster, and ultimately, he would have some major involve- 
ment with Pinnacle. 

Noting that Rose has written a book on the history of Husker 
football, Aaron added, “He’s got an encyclopedic mind and 
a devotion to the program. He's certainly a wonderful asset 
to us.’ 

Once he took the job, Rose jumped in with both feet. 

“For somebody who grew up in Nebraska and always wanted 
to be a part of this, the job | have is a true gift,” Rose said. “I've 
been in this business nearly 25 years and yet each time | climb 
into that booth and look out over that Sea of Red, I’m so inspired 
by what it all means. If you're not a Nebraskan, you can’t pos- 
sibly understand how these teams so bring us together.” 

Rose immediately hit it off with Fiala, and they later added 
Randy Lee — who would become the men's basketball play-by- 
play voice (as well as Rose’s tag team partner in the baseball 
booth) and another former Husker player, Matt Davison, to the 
broadcast team. 

Getting Rose back in the booth was another step in connect- 
ing Pinnacle's future and Nebraska's radio past, something 
Aaron never stopped working at. In 2001, KFAB rejoined the 
network as the Omaha affiliate, completing the network. As part 
of the new arrangement, Rose joined Sadlemeyer at KFAB as 
hosts of the morning show. “Having KFAB back, which had been 
the home of the Huskers for a very long time, was a wonderful 
addition,” added Aaron. 
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YEARS AND 
GROWING: 


the Pinnacle Sports Network 





While things have not come completely full circle, 2005 and 
2006 also saw the return of Pavelka to the Husker broadcast 
airwaves, as he filled in for Lee during a pair of Husker men’s 
basketball games. 

Now a decade into what was seen as a risky venture at the 
time, Aaron can look back and appreciate what has been ac- 
complished and can recall the feelings of anticipation that were 
prominent ten years ago. 

“I'd been out on my own on other business ventures in the 
past” recalled Aaron. “But this was the most exciting, because 
it was a premier program and | viewed it as a great opportunity 
with a lot of untapped areas for growth. | loved the team and 
the program and | really enjoy living in Omaha and the state of 
Nebraska’ 

And now that the Husker football team’s fortunes appear 
headed back in the right direction, and with the volleyball and 
baseball teams being nationally prominent, the timing of Pin- 
nacle's latest contract extension (through 2011) couldn't be 
better. Already featuring a state-wide sports talk call-in show, 
Sports Nightly, that airs each weeknight, Pinnacle has been pro- 
ducing and marketing the Husker coaches TV shows and the 
football game programs since 2003. Having bid previously for 
the rights to the programs at Kansas State and lowa, other col- 
lege sports properties are also a possibility in the future. 

“When we started out in 1996, we broadcasted 10 baseball 
games, 10 women’s basketball games and 10 volleyball games. 
Now we're doing - along with all the football and men’s basket- 
ball games - virtually all of the women's basketball and all of the 
volleyball and all of the baseball games, so we've had a lot of 
internal growth. 

“We've had to expand our staff to handle the marketing and 
the broadcasting and production parts of it, so we have the vi- 
ability to do all of that. We recently added 2,600 square feet 
to our building. Along the way, we purchased our own satellite 
uplink system and put our own (satellite) receivers across the 
network. So this has been, from day one, a continual internal 
growth opportunity with the university: 

So what's next for the Pinnacle Sports Network? 

“First of all, we want to continue to improve our product)’ Aar- 
on states plainly. “We do that by taking more and more control 
of the product. We've done that by building studios here at our 
new office space, and by upgrading the actual equipment. We 
still have plenty of room to grow in the marketing area, and we 
want to always be in a position to respond to the university's 
needs, which is a work in progress. As they grow, their broad- 
cast partner has to be poised to grow with them.” 
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Husker Fans! 

Shop the official bookstore and 
your purchase supports the 
academic mission of the 
University of Nebraska. 
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800-735-6835 Offer valid through 12/31/06, Only valid on clothing 
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Keep the | in the Huskers 
and out of your business! 


We provide fast, easy and flexible programs to get your business the cash that it needs: 


Unsecured Lines of Credit for Your Business — No Taxes Required, Up to $300,000 
Commercial Mortgages, Purchase and Refinance — Unrestricted Cash Out 


Residential Mortgages, Purchase and Refinance — Investment Properties Welcomed 


Call us for fast, easy, smart small commercial loans. 
Aquila Business Services, LLC 
720.205.2367 * www. YourLoanOffice.com 
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aN It's a phenomenal building in every 

| respect. That complex represents the 
gateway to the next generation of 
Huskers. It’s remarkable. It creates 
Led an entirely new perception and 

. SS identity and mindset for our players. 


It teNs you that excellence is required 
every day that you walk into that 


t it. It energizes you every 
alk through the place. 
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It was great. Thousands 
and thousands of Big Red 
clad fans strolled through 
downtown Lincoln on a 
warm Saturday afternoon. 
You could smell hot 
dogs and hamburgers on portable grills. A favorite beverage 
inconspicuously cracked, while friends recounted the legendary 
moments of glorious Saturdays gone by. Kids hawked programs, 
recruits toured the field, the band marched, and somebody sang 
the National Anthem. Coaches fretted. The players took the 
field, and the crowd roared. 


All for a practice. 


Spring football “Game Day” 2006 was in many ways just like 
every other gridiron experience for the Husker Nation. It was 
a fun day, and turned out to be a sneak preview of what to 
expect for real in the fall. But while so much of this tradition 
winsomely stays the same, before NU takes to the turf at 10th 
and Vine on September 2nd against Louisiana Tech, it might 
be wise to dissect the horizon of Nebraska — and the rest of 
college football. 


The Big Eight is gone forever. The days of KU, KSU, ISU, and 
OSU caring little about success in football are over, too. The 
salad days of NU, OU, CU and occasionally MU getting fed at 
the expense of the others are finished. Each of the doormats 
has grown weary of such status, and are now seriously serious 
about winning and staying competitive for good athletes, top 
notch facilities, quality coaches and bowl victories. OU and 
the Big Red were always the class of that league and should 
have been. We had the big budgets, the big stadiums, the fan 
support, silly good facilities and the best coaches. Enjoy the 
mems of a guaranteed eight wins, and fourth stringers getting 
fourth quarter snaps. Those days went with “while you were out” 
slips at the office. 


The NCAA has curtailed walk-on programs and instituted real 
academic demands. Look at the win over Florida in the Fiesta 
Bowl. Williams, Williams, Peter, Tomich and several others 
played key roles. They were all Prop. 48 cases, were admitted to 
Nebraska and flourished under NU’s academic system. That's 
wonderful, but it isn't so easy to do anymore. First, NU is not 
alone in academic support any longer; and second, the NCAA 
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won't even let you admit at risk students. The NCAA has also 
limited coaching staff size and roster size. This means the |.M. 
Hipps of the future will now enroll at a South Carolina juco or 
opt for a Division I] school closer to home. 


Truthfully fans, over the last 25 years, how many super walk- 
ons from outside of Nebraska have we really had? Jarvis, the 
Williams brothers, Isiah...that’s it. The great Nebraska kid 
(Mackovicka, Schlesinger, etc) will not slip Callahan's radar. 
A Connelly, Davison, Frost, Rathman, Herian, Hoskinson and 
Weigert will not be ignored an ounce by this staff. If the guy can 
run, jump, catch and tackle, he’s getting romanced... regardless 
of his zip code. 


Bottom line: NU thrived on numbers. Getting masses of bodies 
in tow to make up for a recruiting hiccup was the formula. Can't 
do business that way anymore. The coaches are now paid as 
much for their scouting and recruiting skills as for their game 
plans and play calls. It's time to stop getting upset if not EVERY 
Nebraska kid who had a good year gets an offer. Some of those 
guys simply don't have the skills, or won't develop them to 
compete for playing time in the Big 12. 


The Big 12 is about impact players. This league will further 
and further resemble the NFL as all of the programs respond 
to better competition. Championship football requires superior 
young athletes at every position. I'm not sure you can develop 
a five-year player any more and not get him on the field until 
his 4th or 5th year. The good ones won't be that patient. The 
stars want to hit the field early, and often choose a school based 
on immediate need at his position. Yes, you'll always need role 
players and red shirting will continue to be a practice, but impact 
freshmen, like in basketball, are the future of Big 12 football. 


I'll shy away from the notion that perfect seasons are a thing of 
the past, but the odds are growing. Parity has “hit the beach” 
in college football. Few teams are left without the firepower 
to pull any upset. Add to that great coaches, excellent home 
field advantages, key injuries, depth issues and youth and 
inexperience, and unless you have a Vince Young, Reggie Bush, 
Eric Crouch and Darren Sproles on each side of the line of 
scrimmage, you're vulnerable. 


It's a new landscape Huskers fan. Start enjoying four-quarter 
games from now on. 
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